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Hoffer Clashes 
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- By Isabelle MeCaig Hall 


United Press international 

It didn’t go down fine with 


Longshoreman - philosopher 
Erie Hoffer engaged in a 
shouting match yesterday with 
a Negro professor who testi- 
fied before the President’s vio- 
lence commission that Ameri- 
can Negroes have cause for 
“rage.” 

“I really shouldn’t be on 
this commission,” the blunt- 
spoken Hoffer commented 
after he exploded at Herman 
Blake, an assistant professor 
of sociology at the University 
of California at Santa Cruz. 

But before he subsided, Hof- 
fer had clenched his fists in 
obvious anger and shouted: 
“All my life I was poor. When 
I was picking cotton, Negroes 
were eating better and living 
better than I was.” 

The bearded Blake, wearing 
an African tribal shirt and 
dark glasses, began yelling 
back and finally got up, 
turned on his heel and walked 
away from the witness table. 

He was invited back by a 
Negro commission member, 
Federal Judge A. Leon Higgin- 
botham of Philadelphia, who 
commented: “I hope this com- 
mission will not let statements 
that are in total error go in 
the record . . . Mr. Hoffer is in 
total error.” 

With the white-haired Hof- 
fer sitting silently beside him, 
Higginbotham went on to say: 
“I think Mr. Hoffer’s state- 
ments are indicative of the . . . 
racist philosophy of this coun- 
try.” 

Blake had told the commis- 
sion that they should listen 
more to the militant views ex- 
pressed by Black Panther 
leader Huey P. Newton, con- 
victed of manslaughter in the 
Shooting an Oakland, Calif., 
policeman. 

Hoffer interrupted to tell 
Blake: “Your rhetoric went 
i down fine with these people. 


me. It wouldn’t go down fine 
with the longshoremen. . 

Newton’s views were , pre- 
sented j;o the commission in a 
taped interview. In it he de- 
clared his followers would “go 
to war if necessary” to win 
control of their communities. 

“We’re willing to use any 
extreme means or any moder- 
ate means that’s necessary,” 
Newton told commission attor- 
ney Jerome Skolniek. “. . .The 
prime thing is that (black) 
people must owm the means of 
production” in their neighbor- 
hoods. . . .1 think there will be 
bloodshed and there will be 
struggle.” 

Skolniek interviewed New- 
ton, 26, in his Oakland jail cell 
Aug. 12. 

Newton said the Panthers 
would first seek designation as 
a political party and pursue 
their goals through the demo- 
cratic process. 

But if peaceful means 
failed, he said, the Panthers 
would “even go to war if nec- 
essary. 

“We follow Chairman Mao 
(Tse-tung of Red China) who 
says that politics is war with- 
out bloodshed and war is poli- 
tics with bloodshed,” he said. 

Commission Chairman Mil- 
ton Eisenhower announced 
that the hearings, originally 
scheduled to end early next 
month, would be continued to 
study “the possible relation- 
ship of the mass media to vio- 
lence.” 

He said the Commission — 
formed after the assassination 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy in 
June — would conduct hearings 
in early December to take tes- 
timony from the presidents of 
the three television networks, 
representatives of the major 
news gathering organizations, 
motion picture executives and 
publishers of comic books. 




